
DRY BONES TO AN ARMY FOR THE LORD 
 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought 
me out by the Spirit of the LORD and set me in the middle of a 
valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me back and forth among them, 
and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that 
were very dry. 3 He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” I 
said, “O Sovereign LORD, you alone know.” 4 Then he said to me, 
“Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the 
word of the LORD! 5 This is what the Sovereign LORD says to these 
bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life. 6 I will 
attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you 
with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you 
will know that I am the LORD.’” 7 So I prophesied as I was 
commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling 
sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. 8 I looked, and 
tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but 
there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the 
breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the 
Sovereign LORD says: Come from the four winds, O breath, and 
breathe into these slain, that they may live.’ ” 10 So I prophesied as 
he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and 
stood up on their feet—a vast army. 11 Then he said to me: “Son of 
man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our 
bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ 12 
Therefore prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign 
LORD says: O my people, I am going to open your graves and bring 
you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 Then 
you, my people, will know that I am the LORD, when I open your 
graves and bring you up from them. 14 I will put my Spirit in you and 
you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will 
know that I the LORD have spoken, and I have done it, declares the 
LORD. 
 
As we start this morning, God wants us to become an army for the 
Kingdom, new life with a purpose, to speak life into dry places. 
 
Ezekiel was a prophet while in captivity in Babylon. Ezekiel becomes 
the spiritual watchman for Israel, first encouraging them to repent 
and return to the Lord. The latter part of the book proclaims how 
God will restore the Nation. Throughout the book Ezekiel repeats 
this phrase, this is what the Sovereign Lord says. Ezekiel means “God 
strengthens”. 
 
Goal of the Prophetic: 1 Corinthians 14:3 But everyone who 
prophesies speaks to men for their strengthening, encouragement 
and comfort, to help others grow in the Lord. One writer says that 
prophecy ties us to the eternal, to connect people to the 
empowering nature of God. Sometimes Prophetic words are specific 
for an individual and other times like today, they are for those who 
are listening. 
 
2 Corinthians 10:8 For even if I boast somewhat freely about the 
authority the Lord gave us for building you up rather than pulling 
you down (also 2 Corinthians 13:10) 
 

THE HAND OF THE LORD WAS UPON ME 
 

God’s hand will be upon us even if we are in captivity. Paul, in the 
book of Ephesians, 3:1 For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ 
Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles, 4:1 As a prisoner for the Lord, 
then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 
Paul never saw himself as a prisoner of anything other than the Lord. 

 
HE WILL TAKE US OUT AND SET US IN PLACE 

 

Where: to a valley of dry bones. These bones were not just dead, but 
also disgraced because they did not have a proper burial. Bones are 
what remains when life has passed. God, by His Spirit will take us to 
spiritually dead people and places, so we can speak life. 
 
God asks Ezekiel, can these bones live, O Sovereign Lord, only you 
know. Ezekiel had no hope in the bones, but he did have hope in 
God. Ezekiel takes a position of surrender and obedience.  
 
Mark 9:21-24 Jesus asked the boy’s father, “How long has he been 
like this?” “From childhood,” he answered. 22 “It has often thrown 
him into fire or water to kill him. But if you can do anything, take 
pity on us and help us.” 23 ‘If you can’?” said Jesus. “Everything is 
possible for him who believes.” 24 Immediately the boy’s father 
exclaimed, “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!” 
 
God says, prophesy to these bones that they may have life: O dry 
bones hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these 
bones; surely I will cause breath to enter into you, and you shall live.  
 
What do dry bones represent? First, understand that God is 
speaking to Israel’s spiritual condition. For us the same is true. 
Circumstances are different, but God wants to speak to our spiritual 
dry bones. It could be a sense of separation from God, lingering sin, 
lack of passion for the things of God. My future seems worse than 
my present, nothing will ever change. Maybe you are running from 
God, maybe the chaos around has caused your heart to grow cold, 
maybe your marriage needs to be revived. Romans 4:17 Abraham 
was named “father” and then became a father because he dared to 
trust God to do what only God could do: raise the dead to life, with a 
word; make something out of nothing [The Message]. The NIV says 
the God who gives life to the dead and calls things that are not as 
though they were. 
 
I prophesied what I was commanded. As I did I heard a rattling 
noise: bones coming together, muscle, flesh, skin, being attached, 
but they had no life. When Adam was created, he was not standing, 
he was laying on the ground. He had skin, flesh, fingers, and toes, 
but no life.  
 
Dead man walking. Christians physically alive, but spiritually 
dry/dead. 
 
Obedience opens the door to the miraculous. No amount of prayers 
can compare to one act of obedience. 
 
Examples: Genesis 12, God tells Abram to leave your land and go to 
the land I will show you. Moses in Exodus 14:16 raise your staff and 
part the waters. Joshua 5, I have delivered the city to you, now 
march around 7 times. Gideon in Judges 7:7 with 300 men. Go and 
defeat the 125,000 Midianites and I will be with you. Mary, I am the 
Lord’s servant, may it be to me as you have said. Jesus is our 
greatest example, not my will but yours be done. 
 
I am in that position this evening. I want to speak life to the dry 
bones.  
 
Psalm 20:7 Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust 
in the name of the LORD our God. 
 
Proverbs 18:21 Death and life are in the power of the tongue, and 
those who love it will eat its fruit. 


